
PDG Lorraine Strickland – A Trailblazer, Educator, and 

Inspirational Lion 

Nominated by the Lions Club of Canning City 

Past District Governor Lorraine Strickland was a passionate, dedicated, and highly respected 

member of Lions for decades. Beginning her Lionistic journey in 1977 with the Lynwood Districts 

Lions Ladies Auxiliary, Lorraine went on to join the Lions Club of Canning City in 1992, where she 

became a driving force for leadership, learning, and service. 

 

Club Leadership 

Lorraine served tirelessly within her club, contributing experience, enthusiasm, and unwavering 

commitment. Her roles included: 

• Club President – 3 terms 

• Club Secretary – 3 terms 

• Club Board Member – 16 years 

Her steady leadership and genuine passion for service supported the club’s growth and helped 

shape its strong community presence. 

 

District Contributions 

Lorraine’s influence extended widely across District 201W1, where she served in many significant 

roles, including: 

• Zone Chairman 

• District Leadership & Development Chairman 

• Membership & Extension Committee Member 

• Youth of the Year District Chairman 

• Zone Chairman Coordinator – 10 years 

• Sergeant‑at‑Arms – District Conventions (two years) 

In 2001/2002, Lorraine made history as: 



• The first female District Governor of 201W1 

Her dedication also extended into major Lions service initiatives, including: 

• Board Member & Honorary Secretary – Lions Save-Sight Foundation 

• Chairman – Lions Save-Sight Foundation (from 2005 until her passing) 

Her leadership helped guide vital eye health projects and ensured strong governance across the 

Foundation. 

At the Multiple District level, she also served as: 

• Member – MD Membership & Extension Committee (3 years) 

• State Coordinator – Lions Youth of the Year (4 years)  

o During her tenure, three National Winners came from Western Australia — an 

extraordinary achievement. 

 

Honours and Recognition 

Lorraine’s outstanding work in Lionism earned her numerous awards, including: 

• Progressive Melvin Jones Fellowship 

• Multiple District, State, and Club-level recognitions celebrating her leadership and 

service 

Her awards reflect her passion for Lionism, her devotion to helping others, and her ability to inspire 

and mentor fellow Lions. 

 

Beyond Lions 

Lorraine was—and remains—highly respected as an educator. Her teaching career was interrupted 

by a serious car accident in 1986, but Lorraine’s determination never faltered. During her recovery, 

she: 

• Enrolled in a Master’s Program at Murdoch University 

• Completed her Master’s Degree 

• Later became a lecturer at Murdoch University, teaching and mentoring external 

education students 



Her resilience, intellect, and passion for learning made her a powerful role model for students and 

colleagues alike. 

Lorraine was widely admired for her ability to share her knowledge generously. Whether in the 

classroom, at club meetings, or at District events, she willingly guided anyone who sought her 

counsel. 

 

A Legacy of Leadership, Learning & Service 

PDG Lorraine Strickland was an exceptional Lion, a respected educator, and a compassionate 

mentor. Her leadership in Lionism — particularly in youth development, membership, and sight-

saving initiatives — continues to influence clubs and Lions across Western Australia. 

Her passion, resilience, and commitment to lifelong learning ensure that her legacy will inspire Lions 

for generations to come. 
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