
PDG Rick Sullivan – A Passionate Communicator, Youth 

Advocate, and Tireless Promoter of Lionism 

Nominated by the Lions Club of Stirling 

Past District Governor Rick Sullivan devoted more than four decades to Lions Clubs International, 

beginning his Lionistic journey in 1978 with the Lions Club of Portarlington Drysdale in Victoria. 

From the earliest days of his membership, Rick demonstrated a deep passion for helping others, 

promoting Lionism, and supporting young people. 

 

Club Leadership & Early Service 

After transferring to the Inglewood Lions Club in 1983, Rick quickly became an active and 

influential member. His contributions included: 

• Founder – Youth Encouragement Awards, supporting young children in local schools and 

junior sporting groups 

• Regular fundraiser, selling raffle tickets every Friday at the Maylands Hotel 

• Club President – 1987/88 

These roles showcased Rick’s commitment to youth, community engagement, and hands‑on service. 

 

District Leadership 

Rick’s impact extended strongly across the District, where he served in numerous leadership 

positions, including: 

• District Governor – 1991/92 

• District Public Relations Chairman – multiple years 

• Regional Chairman 

• Member of the 201W1 Cabinet for many years 

His communication skills, promotional energy, and warm personality made him a standout District 

leader who was well respected across Western Australia. 

 



Major Initiatives & Lasting Contributions 

Rick’s legacy includes several enduring Lions programs and public‑facing initiatives. His 

achievements include: 

• Founder – Lions Exemplary Service Award, recognising outstanding community members 

who were not Lions 

o Rick personally administered this award for over 15 years 

• Author – “Who Are the Lions?”, an information booklet for new and prospective members 

• Instigator – Lions Day in the City, increasing community awareness of Lions’ work 

• Creator – Walk for Sight, a major fundraising initiative supporting the Lions Save-Sight 

Foundation 

o Served as a Director – Lions Save-Sight Foundation 

Rick’s energy, creativity, and constant promotion of Lionism helped raise the profile of Lions 

throughout the state. 

 

Honours and Recognition 

Throughout his long and dedicated service, Rick received numerous prestigious Lions awards, 

including: 

• Tom Cameron Award 

• William R. Tresise Fellowship 

• James D. Richardson Honour Award 

• Ian Stockdale Humanitarian Award 

• Melvin Jones Fellowship 

• Life Membership – Lions Clubs International (2009) 

These honours reflect his outstanding leadership, community impact, and long‑standing 

commitment to Lionism. 

 

A Mentor & Friend to Many 

PDG Rick was widely regarded as: 

• A generous mentor, always willing to help newer Lions 



• A passionate promoter of Lionism, taking every opportunity to raise awareness of the 

organisation 

• A warm and supportive colleague, never too busy to lend advice, encouragement, or 

assistance 

His influence shaped the journey of many Lions throughout District 201W1 and across Western 

Australia. 

 

A Legacy of Service, Kindness & Promotion of Lionism 

PDG Rick Sullivan will be remembered as a dedicated Lion, a gifted communicator, and a tireless 

champion of service. His initiatives, publications, and leadership programs continue to enrich Lions 

Clubs today—and his legacy lives on in the countless Lions he inspired along the way. 
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